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BOBOLINK PHILOSOPHY

ICY

I know a deep philosopher whos far too wlso to
ifKiljlnk

Thatbufchllnnr broeay blathorshtte tho bola
v torouH bobolink r
So drunk h ho with wtno of Joy bo music mad

with mirth
XI In tipsy carols of content rejuvenate tho

earth
Wo fool tho orient

world tociran
Joy of life which our

TIs summer In tbo onrth and
heart of man

air and In tho

Prom what deep fount of flowing Joy docs this
mad minstrel drink

This babbllnc breezy blatherskite this bois-
terous

¬

bobolink 7

From rounded npplo blossom cups whero wild
becx browsu and boom

From tlKcr Illy breakers and from chalices of
bloom

From ntrawborry Roblets filled with dew the
Inccnso of tho night

CaifRht f rum Urn skys Inverted urn etnboskdd
with starry light

Forth from his blossom bed ho leaps andlauh
Inglyand strong

All up and down the rlngliiK earth ho weaves his
web of soiitf

And preaches boldly to tho sad tho folly of de-

ft

¬

pair
And tells to whom It may concern that all tho

world Is fair
Ana to my heart hi wisdom tlnds usurer wel-

come
¬

horn
Than somo tlt has been sanctioned by tho

nagcs of old Home

Thntbubblinijfbrcesty blatherskite tho bolster- -

m ousftwhollnk
Ms such v dcoji philosopher nos far too wlso to

think
--S W Foss In Yankee Made
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ALWAYS liked
nintimr but 1

never will fort1
get u queer luin
I had when I

was after big
g ti ru e The

speaker was Maj Archibald Wendell
and one of the best known elubs in the

- city was entertaining him He was
wqll known as a man of adventure and
his story was eagerly demanded It
was in llio Janoiro he continued The
first month after my arrival 1 met an
old acquaintance of mine Jael Dome
a harum scarum sort of chap who had
seen nearly everything and been nearly
everywhere from Uoston to Singapore
U Juidjipt met in three years and
there never was anything more un- -

likely than our mooting in that
place and yet Ill give you

niyMvord that as I sauntered tip the
shady side of tho street and met him
sauntering down tho shudy side we
looked up recognized each other
and Jack cried as coolly as though wo
had parted not an hour ago Hello
A relit Want to go up into the mines

Vliots of fun and good hunting
That Jack was a funny fellow

Ho had got a pull with some
man that was making loads of
money in tho mines and ho was at that
time busily engaged in laying up for a
mlny day He showed me his bank
book with homo very handsome figures
tcyhis credit Well nothinjj snltud ice
netW than to seethe interior of the
country a little und the end of it was
that in ten minutes lhud promised to
go and in less than three hours we
were on tho way nndTwore rapidly leav ¬

ing the city behind us We had line
horcs laek kyjgw every foot of the
way and was friends with a good many
people oong the road ond we could
afford o iako our time and travel as
slowly or as vapidly as we felt inclined
Jack had stopping places staked out as
hosuldand know quite well every day
vyhero wo wore going to spond the
night look kopt tolling stories of the
iun al the mines and of tho chances
tor good hunting of all kinds there and
Wo got along very cleverly Hut on the
fourth day as wo jogged along an ac-
cident

¬

happened which upset Jacks
calculations for that day Mv horse
JpnC his foot into a hole and foil laming
lilrnself so badly that I had to walk mid
lead him For several hours wo made
but little headway and dark onmedowu
and found us ten good miles short of
tho place whero Jack had expected to
stop This dont look very promising
aald Tack dubiously trying to peer
ahead into the gathering shadows
Theres a nasty creek bottom

ahead and I hato like smoke to
go through it after dark I caught
a glimpse of a snake os long
as the Atlantic enable in that bottom
once und I havent got through r

v orledJVWTiy Avliat was I thinking of
Theres a little hut just in tho edge of

- the bottom on this side an old herb
gatherer lives there Wiry of course
well spend the night right there And
hurrying on wo found tho littlo hut a
misorublo place enough thatohed with
leaves und wftfi a great hole broken In
one corner of the roof but a shelter ut
any rate

M it

Tho old horb gatherer was away
from home but wo look possession
lighted a candle helped ourselves to
fcoine food we found in the great corner
cupboard and stretched ourselves on his
bod to sleep Wo left tho caudle burn-
ing

¬

for fear of the ghosts Jack said
and I remember looking tho room over
sleepily by its dim light and seeing the
tall gaunt cupboard whoso door we
had left open and the dark hole in the
corner of the roof The last thing that
occurred to mo was that 1 could see
two fieri eyesglcamlngoutof the dark ¬

ness through that hole and then I went
to sleep I had a dream that was full
of snakes and crawling things and
after I had worried over it until I
couldnt stand it any more I woke up

I lay thoro for several minutes look-
ing

¬

at tho candle which was burning
low After awhile I raised my eyes and
started off in a yawn which was frozen
on my face as it were leaving my
mouth wide open For there hanging
from the hole in the roof and graceful ¬

ly waving to and fro was about eight
feet of a snake And such a snakel
ifoyn l dont believe I am ex-

aggerating
¬

one particle when I

tell yoit that It was as large around as
my body While I lay there and looked
at him and saw those smooth waving
motions that enormous head and the
darting tongue that was kept in con ¬

stant play I felt perfectly conscious
that this snake could have swullowed
me without a particle of trouble And
however anxious 1 might have been for
sport you know I had no anxiety to ex-

plore
¬

tho interior of u boa constrictor
Wltlisome faint idea of selling my

lifcaa doarly as ppssiblej I slipped my
hand softly under the pillow and got
hold of my revolver The motion easy
as it was roused Jack and he half
turned Instantly two or three feet of
the huge shining body slipped down
through the roof and the horrible head
came nearer Jack saw it then that
citizen of the world always so fertile in
expedients and with one wild shout of
Great Scott Jump for the cupboard

Arch he Hung himself in that direc
tion With a glimpse of rcturnig rea-
son

¬

I scrambled after him and in an
instant we were crouched on the Moor
under tiie lowest shelf with the door
shut behind us We were safe for the
snake could not open the cupboard nd
we sat there and laughed and cried in
the most nonsensical fashion with our
self control entirely gone

Well if that snako aint sold was
Jacks version of it but I think he felt
pretty serious when he said it After
awhile we began to find that it was too
close in our cramped quarters and I

opened the door u tiny little bit so that
we could get a breath of air We found
then that tho cuudle had gone out and
tho room was as dark as Egypt lint we
could hear something moving in that
dark room soft gliding motions
that made us thankful there
were good strong planks between
us and the something on
other side Time began to
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somewhat heavily in the clipboard 1

pressed iny face tose to the crack in
the door to get more fresh air and sud ¬

denly something lightly brushed over
Iny face again and again 1 dldntknow
what it was at first but all nt once it
Hashed upon me tliut it was the tongue
of that snake That wus more than I

could endure With a murmured warn ¬

ing Look out Jack Im going to lire
I put my revolver to the crack and
fired at tho horrible creature that was
caressing mo with its slimy tongue

Of course shut up in that little closet
it sounded like the very crack of doom
and we were deafened so that it was
some time before wo could hear any ¬

thing When we recovered a little such
sounds as did greet our curat Half a
dozen wild hordes eouldut have made
more noise than that snake was making
Wo could hear it leap away up against
tho Walls and fall and twist and writhe
lashing about with Its toil and knock ¬

ing down everything in tho room At
the some time the air became to heavy
with the rank poisonous odor the rep
Vile emitted that both of us turned
deuthly siok and Jack began vomiting

At last while the tnake was beating
against tho walls on the other side of
tho room I opened tho door a little
wjjy rouohed out In the durk and found
the candle I had one last match in my
pocket If it should go out I thought
it was till up with us for I was quite
Bure we couldnt live till morning iu
that closet But fortunately tho match
was a good ono and I made a light
thrust it out into tho room a littlo and
viewed the wreck Colling twisting
und throwing himself about in his mad
agony tho huge snako had possession of
the place Walls fioor and everything
else were covered with his blood und

Hill VPlMWMI

tho odor wan simply horrible Juntas
I looked out ho hud got himself colled
around a stout oak chair And with a
tightening of the coils tho chair was
splintered I incautiously opened tho
door a littlo too far and ho hurled him ¬

self at me I had barely time to pull
the door shut when he Btruck It And
then I got Jack to hold tho light while
1 watched the suakes motions took
careful aim and fired

That shot finished him He strug-
gled

¬

and wriggled blindly all over this
room for a mtnuto or two but finally
straightened himself and lay still And
then Jack and I crawled out of that
closet more dead than ultve and Jack
lit a fresh candle and asked me If his
hair wasnt gray And then there was
the sequel for the old herb gatherer
never was seen again When we found
that ho had really disappeared Jack
and I looked at one another and cold
chills ran over us for we felt as confi ¬

dent then as I do now that tho huge
snake on some previous visit hud killed
and devoured the helpless old man and
was merely looking for another meal
when he dropped himself down from
that hole in the roof 2so we did not
look for any more game on that trip
That one hunt in the night and in the
dark was enough for one time X 0
Cor St Louis Globe Democrat

THE SEA SERPENT
An Account of Thnt Much tUdlculoc

Monster
Near the close of the second decade

of the present century there appeared
oft the coast of Massachusetts bay one
or more strange creatures differing
esseutially in general aspect from any ¬

thing hitherto observed They were
evidently sea going creatures oceanic
ones and impressed all of their many
observers us serpentine or saurian like
in shape und movements

Col Ierkins of Hoston communicat ¬

ed his observations of one of these ap¬

pearances to the Hoston Daily Adver ¬

tiser at the time
Wishing to satisfy myself on a sub ¬

ject on which there existed a great ex-

citement
¬

I visted Gloucester Cape Ann
with Mr Lee Wo met several persons
returning who reported that tho crea
tdre had not been seen during several
days We however oontlnued on our
route to Gloucester All the town as
you may suppose were on the alert
and almost every individual both great
and small had been gratified at a
greater or less distance with a sight of
him The weather wiw tine the sen
smooth and Mr Lee and myself sat on
a point of laud overlooking the harbor
and about fifty feet from the water
Inn few moments I saw on the oppo-
site

¬

side of the harbor at about two
miles distance from where 1 had been
sitting mi object moving with n rapid
motion up the harbor on the western
Shore As he approached us it was
easy to see that his motion was hot
that of a common snake either on land
or in the water but evidently the ver-

tical
¬

movement of the caterpillar As
nearly as I could judge there was visi-
ble

¬

at a time about forty feet of his
body It was very evident that tho
length must have been much greater
than what appeared as in his move-
ments

¬

he left a considerable wuke in
his rear

I had a line glass and was within a
third of a mile of him fcThe heud was
tint iu tho water and the animal was
as far as I could distinguish of a choco-
late

¬

color
There were a great many people col

leeted many of whom hud seen the same
object From the time 1 first saw him
until he passed by where 1 stood and
soon after disappeared was about twen ¬

ty minutes
One of the revenue cutters whilst

in tho neighborhood of Cape Ann had
an excellent view of the animal at a
few yards distance He moved slowly
and at the approach ot the vessel sank
and was not seen again J 11 Holder
in Century jf

MONKEYS IN HINDUSTAN
A IMnio Whero Thry Hay Ilvo in Fonro

unit Soourlty
Indian shops have no doors nor win-

dows
¬

but are like large cupboards
open to the street in which food grains
and other articles are exposed for sale
and in towns whero Hindus preponder ¬

ate and a busy current of trade has not
swept tho streets bulls calves parra
keets sparrows and monkeys take
tolls which the dealer would fuin pre ¬

vent but that ho is few aud fat whilo
the depredators are many and active A
stout grocer noddiug among his store
baskets while a monkey intently
Watching tho sleepers face rap-
idly

¬

stuffs his cheek pouches with
grain is a common sight as well as n
comical one

Of late yeais the tradesmen who
form the bulk of the members of our
municipalities have felt that there are
too many Hanumans abroad and have
ventured on proceedings that would not
have been tolerated in the days of com ¬

plete llrohmunicnl ascendency Num ¬

bers of the marauders have been
caught caged und dispatched on bul ¬

lock carts to placos many miles dis-

tant
¬

There they have been let loose
but as the empty carts returned tho
monkeys quick to perceive and defeat
the plan of their enemies bounded gay
ly alongside-- and trooped In through
the eity gates with tho air of a holiday
party returning from a picnic lleust
and Man In India

Mouutaiu Guide Thero is not a
better prospect for miles around Here
gentlemen you command a view of
thirty two Inns lu dcx Somuer
friiche

AGRICULTURAL HINTS
MAKING POTATO STARCH

A Simple Operation Iteiiulrliiff Jtut tittle
Machinery

Some time ago the necessity for do
vislngsome means of making use of tho
large quantity of unmerchantable po-
tatoes

¬

that had accumulated iu the
city and that were held in the Interior
because of the lack of a remunerative
market led to tho discussion of the
feasibility of manufacturing starch
from the surplus tubers Several es-

tablishments
¬

were put in operation
and farmers all over the state were In-

quiring
¬

as to tut necessary machinery
cost of operation methods etc

Tho process is so simple and the
mechanism so inexpensive that there is
nothing to prevent potato growers all
over the state who are threatened with
a surplus from engaging in the making
of starch The New lhigland Home ¬

stead gives a short accuiiut of the oper ¬

ation and it is reproduced here for tho
benefit of readers who may be disposed
to engage iu the industry A wire bas- -

ket to wash the tubers a rotary rasp-
ing

¬

machine a few large tubs or water¬

tight hogsheads some wire and hair ¬

cloth sieves and a drying room com ¬

prise the principal pieces
A simple raspiiig machine is shown

iu figure 1 and consists of a baud
wheel A over the rim of which lias
been secured rough side out a piece of
sheet iron previously roughened up
like a nutmeg grater by punching it
full of holes Tlie wheel is mounted on
an axle supported by the wooden
frame so as to revolve immediately be ¬

neath the mouth of a metal liucd
wooden hopper 11

A more etieetive rasper or grinder is
shown in figure It consists of a
cylinder O twenty inches in diameter
and two feet long mounted on an axis
It is armed with steel saw plates
placed about three quarters of an inch
apart parallel with the cylinder and
having small and regular teeth The
plates are held iu position by iron
clamps so that the toothed edges pro ¬

ject about four fifths of an inch from
tne periphery of the drum It is driven
at the rate of about eight hundred revo-
lutions

¬

per minute before the hopper

and is capable of pulping about fortv
eight bushels of potatoes an hour In
both these machines the rasping sur ¬

faces are kept clean by the action of
small jets of water projected with
some force

As the washed potatoes are passed
through one of these machines the
pulp and wash water are run on into
tubs and after the coarser particles
have been deposited the milky liquid is
drawn oil into other tubs and the
starchy matter allowed to settle or as
in large factories the pulp may be
rubbed and washed through a series of
sieves ranging from coarse wire gauze
to fine haircloth After repeated wash-
ings

¬

with fresh water in the tubs to
separate the gummy and fibrous mat ¬

ters the starch granules are finally al-

lowed
¬

to settle anil after tho water has
been drawn off the pasty mass of
starch ami water is run oft into long
wooden troughs slightly inclined
wherein the paste gradually hardens as
the water drains olT When hard
enough it is cut into blocks and put on
shelves in a warm room to dry out
With good management from seven ¬

teen pounds to eighteen pounds of clear
starch can be obtained by these simplo
menus from 100 pounds of average po-

tatoes
¬

llrokrn lllnt lis tirlt
Hard flint truslied or ground will

rotnc day be placed on the market for
the uso of poultry m on In providing grit
for fowls It is truo that nearly all
sections have gravel but gravel is worn
by the elements into round shapes or
rather the sharp edges are taken oil
The object in swallowing hard sub ¬

stances by the fowls is to secure sharp
cutting material and ordinary gravel
does not supply their wants Many
persons use oyster shells reduced by
grinding or pounding but shells are too
soft and do not fully serve the purpose
required Flint Is the best material as
it always presents sharp edges no mat-
ter

¬

how fine It may be In condition
Farm and Fireside

It is no small matter to let sheep he
come chilled after shearing It means

Tho

A STUDY OF PLANTS
Whoreforo

trltlon
of tin ItiMimrkablo Jof Younif irn

alio recent discovery that tho ontfJ
product is the most profitable appllS
not only to animals but to crops Tlw
two-year-ol- d steer tho yrarlVnir
the three months lamb the brotuchicken the two-year-o- ld cow ate innow indispensable for full projjt 4

their rearing and feeding Ana kis with the fruit the vegetables ubJ
the grass Tho cows on tho frcstfyoung grass show by the ubundasl
milk and rich golden high Havered
butter that their feed is just whu
they require Hut few farmers rdairymen really know why this Is sof
believing that such grass is too fuilJ
water and really deficient in nutriment
Tills is a great mistake It is the young
grass that is the most nutritious
has less water lu proportion to th
nutriment it contains aud more fat i
it The fresh young clover has muck
more of the albuminoids and the fat
thou that in full blossom and ripe
clover is still more deficient in ntitrl
incut the digestible matters haviiif
been largely changed into indi
gestible substance Young gn
lias the same proportion of jib
trinient over full grown grass ai
clover has and in this we may find
the reason why as tlie season advances
the cows fall off in yield and the milk
is less and less rich And iu tho into
summer when the second growth comes
it is this superiority of the new sjrown
grass to which the increased How of
mill and the higher yield and qunlitr
of butter are due Everyone knows of
these facts but not of the cause of

them There is no food better for a

cow than the clippings of the lnwn
grass which is always young and ten¬

der aud rich in nutriment It is com-

monly
¬

thought that this young grass
contains an excess of water Not so
It lias an excess of sap but as tho flow ¬

ing sap of the maple pours from tlw
tree in spring it Is rich in sugar aud
while there is more water in the tree
this water is saturated with the most
nutritious elements A plant can oalj
take in fooil dissolved iu water and
thus when it is growing niost rapidly
and is in its most nutritious condition
it must have the most water iu it but
this water is only the vehicle which
carries the nutritive matter Thus the
more water the more solid nutriment

K Y Tribune

HOMEMADE WHEELHOE

An KMtllcnt Tool lor tho Cultivation ol

urdtii Crop
1 send 3ou a pencil sketch of a wheel

hoe I made last spring It is an excel ¬

lent little tool for tho cultivation ol

garden crops especially in a small gar
den where it is hardly practicable to

use a horse and cultivator ami when
vegetables are planted close together
such as onions etc In the onioa

patch I can do as much work with its
live men can with horse It is light

and easily handled
The soil should be free from stona

or rubbish and this is just the way a

garden should always be It should

not bu allowed to bake No wheelhos
can be successfully used in crusted hott

Work as soon after a rain as fix
ground will crumble nieelv

The wheel is off of a mowing machine
and is eijrht inches in diameter Tin
axle is eight inches long The cut

ter is a piece of a buggy spring twenty
six inches long and about one eighth
of an inch thick and bent as shown is

cut and attached to the handles six

inches from axle The two braces are

eight inches long and attached to th

iMitti nhmit twn iiiiOnw uliOVC tb

band There are two holes in end of

each brace and also iu eaeli end of ca-

ller

¬

to reirutate tlie dentil The han

dles are attached to the axle by tvro

pieces of strap iron and a bolt throngs

the axle bolts the parts together tight

ly It cost fifty cents besides my o

labor for cutter braces bolts etc
S Mead in Ohio Farmer

Tho Kiilllng or Iund
Tho conclusions of tlie Wisconsin er

porlment station are as follows regal-
ing

¬

the rolling of land 1 Rolling maW

the temperature at one and a hs

inches below the surface frtin one at

gree to nine degrees Fahrenheit warf
er than similar unrolled ground lutw
same locality and at three inches o

degree to six degrees wanner
Rolling land by finning the soil

creases the power of drawing waer
the surface from below ami tins
once has been observed to extend to

depth of three feet 3 Tlie evop

tion of moisture is mora rapid trom f
rolled ground unless the surface soil

very wet and then the reverse istr
and the drying 4 In eases of brejj
east seeding germination is uiorerar
and complete on rolled than oo

rolled It was sixty three per
greater on rolled Greatest in drj

least lu wet weather and wclgt
about two pounds per bushel the a

Rolled oats yielded u tnlle over 17

biraliels more per aero j


